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                 City of Astana

Interrogation commenced 16:00

Interrogation adjourned 16:50

Lead special investigator of OD UBK, Department of Customs Control (DCC) of the city of Astana, Esenbayev, B.E., in accordance with articles 203 and 218 of Criminal Code of Republic of Kazakhstan (CCRK), and following directions of articles 211, 212, 213, and 216 of CCRK, performed additional interrogation of the following suspect in room 407 of DCC office in the presence of his attorney, Nurbayeva, R.G., who presented a defense appointment order No. 036898 issued by the Bar Association of Astana city on 30 Sept 2008.   
	Full Name 
	Skormin, Victor Arcady 

	Date of birth
	09 Sept 1946 

	Place of birth 
	Almaty, Kazakhstan

	Ethnicity
	UC

	Education
	Higher

	Citizenship 
	USA

	Passport 
	No. 217112209 issued by USA on 17 March 2006

	Marital status
	Divorced

	Military/selective service 
	N/A

	Occupation, title
	Professor, State University of New York, USA

	Residency
	352 Ford Hill road, Berkshire, NY 13763, USA 

	Prior convictions
	None


In accordance with article 68 of CCRK prior to interrogation the suspect Skormin, V. A. was informed that he has the right to: know charges against him and obtain a copy of the order to open a criminal case or a copy of the detention record or a copy of the injunction order; give explanations and testimony regarding the suspicions against him, decline giving explanations or testimony; present evidence; file motion or demurrer; give testimony and explanations in the native language or in the language he is fluent in; have free translation service; access the records of investigative procedures that involve his personal presence; request corrections of transcripts; if approved by the investigator, participate in the investigative procedures initiated in response to a motion filed by him, his attorney or an official representative; file a complaint against court rulings, actions of the prosecutor or investigator; have an attorney present during the interrogation.             
Suspect 









Skormin, V.A.

In accordance with the requirements of article 216 paragraph 3 of  CCRK, Mr. Victor Skormin was informed that he is suspected of trafficking a large amount of foreign currency across the customs border of the Republic of Kazakhstan and attempting to conceal it from the customs officials that constitutes a crime under article 209 paragraph 1 of CCRK. In response to the question whether he agrees to give interrogation testimony, Skormin, V.A. answered: 

        “I agree to give the testimony in Russian language”

Suspect 









Skormin, V.A.

Question: During the interrogation of 30 September 2008, you explained that visit Kazakhstan every year since 1992. What was the purpose of your visits to Kazakhstan?
Response: Firstly, my close friends of childhood live in Kazakhstan; secondly, I came for a university reunion. On two occasions, I assisted in obtaining U.S. Air Force funding for conferences in Almaty. I gave series of lectures in Al-Farabi University and Kazakh National Technical University (KazNTU) in Almaty. Once, I came to receive the title of Honorary Professor of KazNTU.  Once, I came along with my dean of the State University of New York University with the purpose of establishing an extension program of our university here.  
Question: Did you receive cash payments for the lectures?  

Response: I give lectures in KazNTU for free, since I graduated, worked and became an Honorary Professor in this university. Last year, for the first time, I received salary for lecturing in Al-Farabi University, Almaty and L.N. Gumilev Eurasian National University in Astana.    

Question: What was the approximate amount you received for each visit? 
Response: Approximately 14000 U.S. dollars, 7000 from the first university and 7000 from the second one. I was paid for giving lectures only this year and last year. 
Question: How did you carry the money from Kazakhstan during the previous visits?    
Response: Last year, I used “Western Union” to transfer money that I was paid in Almaty. In Astana, I transferred the received money through a bank whose name I do not remember. The procedure of money transfer takes a lot of time.     
Question: Did you pay income taxes on the money earned in Kazakhstan when you returned to the USA?

Response: Of course I did. 

Question: Who was responsible for accommodation, transportation and daily meal expenses? You personally or the host universities? 
Response: I paid travel, accommodation and daily meal expenses out of my pocket. Arrangements were made that the host institution would reimburse me. When I applied for a visa in the Kazakhstan Embassy in the U.S., they inquired who would pay the expenses. Last year and this year, I indicated that the host institutions would be responsible for the expenses. Upon completion of the work, the universities pay my honoraria and reimburse my expenses. 
Question: You provided a copy of the receipt from a branch of ATF bank of Astana City,  No. 00000005 of 25 September 2008. You purchased 7,700 (seven thousand and seven hundred) US dollars for 925,540 (nine hundred twenty five thousand and five hundred forty) tenge. Where did you exchange the rest of the money.
Response: I exchanged the rest of it in Almaty. Unfortunately, I lost the receipt.
Question: What is the average personal income tax rate in the USA and New York State?

Response: Approximately 30% of net income, i.e. all the expenses are tax deductible. 
Question: Were you planning to avoid paying personal income tax in the USA by inaccurately declaring the amount of income from the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Response: No I was not.

Question: Then why did you not use express money transfer service through a bank, or why did you not direct deposit the money to your card account?

Response: I did not have enough time for a money transfer. In order to direct deposit the money to my card account I would be required to present a Kazakhstani taxpayer identification number, which I do not have.         
Question: We would like to present a video record made by a surveillance camera #4 of the customs booth in “Auezhai-Astana”. This record demonstrates the procedure of passing through the customs, where you told the customs official that you have three thousand dollars. Can you give any explanation to this? 

Response: First of all, I was not sure about the nature of the question regarding the money, since I was under the impression that this was passport control. I had 3,000 US dollars in my wallet, hence I told him about these 3,000 dollars. I really regret that it happened. I had no motive to transport the currency in an illegal fashion. I thought that it was the person that pointed me to the customs booth who casually asked me about the money. 
Moreover, I would like to make a statement that I regret sincerely that, being drowsy and tired, without any intent, I overlooked filling out a customs declaration form, thus breaching the law of Kazakhstan. 

