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                                       City of Astana

           Questioning commenced: 18:40

            Adjourned:                       19:40

Lead special investigator of OD UBK, Department of Customs Control (DCC) of the city of Astana, Esenbayev, B.E., in accordance with the requirements of articles 203 and 220 of Criminal Code of Republic of Kazakhstan (CCRK), due to significant discrepancies in testimonies in criminal case No. 08785106102007, performed questioning of previously interrogated witness Kerimbekov, H.C. and suspect Skormin, V.A.

Prior to questioning, witness Kerimbekov, H.C. was informed about criminal prosecution for declining to give testimony or for giving false testimony under articles 352 and 353 of CCRK.
Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

In addition, in accordance with article 220, paragraph 3 of CCRK, witness Kerimbekov, H.C. was explained that he had the right not to testify against himself, his spouse or close relatives, and in case of being a priest – against the persons who confess to him.

Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

In response to the question whether they know each other and if they are related, they responded the following:

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: I did not know V.A. Skormin, who is sitting in front of me, and I am not related to him. I met him for the first time in my life on Sept 29, 2008 during check-in for flight No. 649 Astana-Frankfurt. I have no negative feelings towards him.
Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Answer of V.A. Skormin: I did not know H. Kerimbekov before, and I am not related to him. I have no negative feelings towards him. I met him for the first time in my life on Sept 29, 2008 at the airport.






Suspect            Skormin, V.A.

Question for Kerimbekov, H.: Tell us about the circumstances of meeting V.A. Skormin on Sept. 29, 2008.

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.:  On Sept. 29, 2008 I was at work. Approximately at 3am, after passing through the special inspection handled by the aviation security services, a 60-something old man approached the customs booth. I asked him to present his documents, and he gave me a U.S. passport and a boarding pass. According to the documents, it was Skormin, Victor Arcady. After looking at the documents, I asked him if he had foreign currency and how much? He replied that he has 3000 U.S. dollars in cash. After that I called a customs specialist Dzhanaliev, S.A. to perform an inspection. 
Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Question for Skormin, V.A.: Did you hear the testimony of H. Kerimbekov, do you understand it, and do you agree with it?

Answer of V.A. Skormin: I have heard the testimony of H. Kerimbekov, I understand it, and it was approximately as he said. I do not remember if he was in the booth. I was under the impression that this was a passport control booth. It sounded strange to me that he asked me about the money. I was sure that I was going through passport control, which is why they asked me to present my passport. From my previous experience of international travel, I remembered that security screening is usually followed by passport control. He asked to present a passport and did not introduce himself as a customs officer. In response to the question on foreign currency, I answered that I had 3000 dollars. 
Suspect            Skormin, V.A.

Question for Skormin, V.A.: Why in your earlier testimony and when confirming the testimony you said that you were stopped by a customs officer before the customs booth, who then took you to the inspection room; therefore, you did not approach the customs booth?
Answer of V.A. Skormin: I think that the customs officer approached me from the left before the booth.

Suspect            Skormin, V.A.

Question of defense attorney Nurbaeva, R.G. for witness H. Kerimbekov: What are your job responsibilities?

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: We inspect checked and carry-on luggage of the passengers departing or arriving on international flights. We question all passengers. We verify if they passengers properly declare foreign currency that they take out of the country.

Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Question of defense attorney Nurbaeva, R.G. for witness H. Kerimbekov: If there exists passport control, why did you ask to present a passport?

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: We ask for documents to verify the information in the passport.

Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Question of defense attorney Nurbaeva, R.G. for witness H. Kerimbekov: Where is the entry point into the customs control zone at the airport?

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: Perimeter of the customs control zone is marked by yellow lines on the floor and also ropes and stanchions. It starts before the screening equipment.
Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Question of defense attorney Nurbaeva, R.G. for witness H. Kerimbekov: When screening luggage, could airport security personnel see the currency in V. Skormin’s briefcase?

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: The equipment does not give clear display of currency. It usually appears black on the monitor. They mostly search for weapons, explosives, etc. 
Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Question for Kerimbekov, H.: Do you insist on your testimony?

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: Yes, I do.

Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Question for Skormin, V.A.: Do you insist on your testimony?

Answer of Skormin, V.A.: Yes, I do.

The questioned persons were then allowed to question each other. V.A. Skormin expressed the willingness to ask a question.

Question V.A. Skormin for witness H. Kerimbekov: If I told you that I had only 2000 dollars, would you take me to the inspection room?

Answer of Kerimbekov, H.: I would be asking you additional questions.

Witness           Kerimbekov, H.C.

Suspect            Skormin, V.A.

The transcript of the questioning session was read out loud, found correct, no changes or amendments are suggested
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