October 14, 2008
TO: Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan

Respectable Sir,

I am Victor A. Skormin, Distinguished Service Professor and Director of a Research Center for Advanced Information Technologies at Binghamton University (State University of New York) at Binghamton, New York, USA. I was born in Almaty, Kazakhstan in 1946, graduated from the Kazakh Polytechnic Institute in Almaty, and later worked there as an associate professor (dotzent). In 1979 I emigrated from Kazakhstan to USA, but after Kazakhstan became independent I reestablished my ties with my alma-mater and since 1999 I am a Honorary professor at the KazNTU in Almaty. 

I had actively participated in various scientific activities in Kazakhstan, organizing conferences, conducting joint research with my Kazakhstani colleagues, providing help to Al-Farabi University, Eurasian University and KazNTU in developing PhD programs, advising to individual doctoral students, giving research seminars, presentations to the faculty, etc. Several Kazakhstani students have worked in my laboratories in the US under my supervision. We have a number of joint publications in respected international journals and conference presentations. In 2007 and 2008 I was invited to Al-Farabi University and Eurasian University under the special exchange program funded by President of Kazakhstan. Soon in October my 600-page textbook with English, Kazakh and Russian texts will become available in bookstores. 
On September 29 on my way home I made a tragic mistake in the custom office in the Astana airport that was caused by me being tired, sleepy (it was 2:30 am) and confused. I would like to emphasize that I had not and criminal intentions and my mistake could not possibly cause any economic or any other damage to the Republic of Kazakhstan. However, I am being detained by Kazakhstani officials since September 29 and will stay in Kazakhstan probably for another month.  

Sir, everyone who had access to my file and knows me in person, including the crime investigators, prosecutors, three university presidents, and all my colleagues, including two member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, understand that I am already severely punished for my mistake. I have serious health problems and am not receiving the necessary medication. My prolonged stay in Kazakhstan is causing me serious emotional and financial damage. Also, I believe that the entire event causes damage to the reputation of Kazakhstan in the international scientific community.  Sir, I strongly believe that high-level Kazakhstani officials would easily understand that I am a good friend and supporter of Kazakhstan in the US, that I made some contribution to the system of higher education of Kazakhstan, and that all my crime is nothing but an honest, harmless mistake. 
Sir, I would like to ask you to arrange for me a meeting with a high-level Kazakhstani official, who would be in the position to pardon me, who would be kind enough to allow me to appear in front of him/her to explain my situation and ask for forgiveness.  I look forward to your kind consideration.

Respectfully yours,  Victor Skormin, Professor
