October 16, 2008

Ladies/Gentlemen,

My name is Victor Skormin. I am a 62-year old distinguished service professor at the State University of New York and director of a university research center. After cancer surgery I have one kidney that according to my nephrologists, Dr. Khan of Vestal NY, operates at 30% of its capacity. I have high blood pressure (Dr. S. Malkin of Vestal NY) and diabetes (Dr. Howland of Lourdes Hospital) and in order to operate take 6 different pills two times a day. Year and a half ago I was blessed with a titanium hip joint and still have problem walking. Since September 29 I am spending sleepless nights in Astana, capital of Kazakhstan trying to shake off a nightmare that is a reality. I am accused of a crime that I did not commit and even did not have any possible reason to commit.

I am accused of attempting to smuggle money that I legally earned in Kazakhstan. It took custom investigators 10 days to prepare my “criminal case”. The prosecutor could dismiss it but chose to forward it to the court. My trial is scheduled for October 21 and after the trial I will not be allowed to leave Kazakhstan in for two weeks. In the case of appeals, I will be kept in Kazakhstan indefinitely. My health is worsening because locally purchased medication simply does not work: perhaps my $260 American-made diabetes pills are manufactured by a local craftsman, hopefully from a harmless material. My son is having difficulty sending pills from US: local authorities will test them in the lab first.
I ask your help in the following:

1. I’d like to have a meeting with a high-level official who is in the position to just pardon me: I did not and could not make any harm to Kazakhstan; I did not have any criminal intent and did not have any reason for having a criminal intent
2. Request that the judge take into account the absurdness of my accusations , my character, and the fact that I was making contribution to the university system and science of Kazakhstan

3. Reduce the 2 week waiting period after the trial

I request that my long-time friend and collaborator James Moronski be regarded as my designated representative.
Thank you very much.

Respectfully yours,  
Victor Skormin, Professor
